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PASTOR’S DESK 
Tim Burchill • tburchill@carmelumc.org 

I get all kinds of wonderful feedback 
from leading worship, but I couldn’t do 
what I do without our audio-visual 
volunteers, our dedicated choir and 
praise team, or our musicians and 
directors, worship leaders, our worship 

coordinator, and ushers.  I may get the 
glory (and sometimes the blame), but I am 
just one part of a team of committed 
followers of Jesus who make worship 
possible.   

My guess is that all of us have to 
work a little harder to make sure we thank 
those to whom our thanks is due. 

There are two things that take place 
in November that give the whole month its 
distinctive flavor.  One is Black Friday—
the scramble to get the best price on 
Christmas gifts.  The second is 
Thanksgiving.  I’d like to think the later is 
a bit more important than the former.  I’d 
love to see us all take the entire month to 
track down the women and men who have 
blessed us and to make sure they know 
how much they are appreciated.  There’s 
plenty of biblical precedent for it: 

Ephesians 1:16-17: "I have not stopped 
giving thanks for you, remembering 
you in my prayers".  

Philippians 1:3-6: "Every time I think 
of you, I give thanks to my God".  

1 Thessalonians 1:2: "We always thank 
God for you and pray for you 
constantly".  

Let us emulate the great apostle Paul and 
make a concerted effort to both pray for 
and give thanks to those people who 
continue to make such a difference in our 
lives and in the lives of those we care 
about. 

 Now the list of words that are hard 
to say out loud also included one more 
item…the word ‘sorry.’  The author quotes 
Sir Elton John, “Sorry seems to be the 
hardest word.”  Of course that’s a word for 
a different time, a different Contact article, 
sometime down the road. 

  

Thanks and Other Such Words 

Pastor Tim 

 I recently came across a book of lists.  
One of the categories inside was a list of 
words that were difficult to say out loud.  
The list included the following: 

Specificity  

Ignominious  

Library  

Defibrillator  

Worcestershire  

Pulchritude  

Asterisk  

 

Looking over the list, I’d have to 
agree.  I often leave out the first ‘r’ in library 
and I don’t think I have a clue how to 
pronounce ‘pulchritude’ let alone have any 
idea what it means (physical beauty, 
evidently).  Due to my own issues, I’d add 
‘Cinnamon’ and ‘Aluminum’ to the list.  For 
the life of me, I can’t get either one of those 
past my tongue and onto my lips. 

There is another word that we might 
add to the list—Thanks.  To be fair, I hear 
folks use it all the time.  I hear it when 
someone holds open the door, picks up 
something you’ve dropped, or passes the 
potatoes across the dinner table.  Yet I 
stand by my position—we don’t express our 
thanks nearly enough.   

We rarely go out of our way to thank 
the people who make our lives easier and 
better. We rarely stop to thank our 
children’s teacher for her/his dedication to 
our child’s growth and learning.  I can’t 
think of the last time I put a note on my 
mailbox, expressing my appreciation for the 
mail-carrier who walks our neighborhood in 
the heat of summer and the cold of winter.  
I try to thank the nurses and staff who 
assist our hospitalized church members, 
knowing that it can be a demanding as well 
as life-saving calling.  But I have to admit, 
it’s hit or miss for me.   

mailto:tburchill@carmelumc.org


 3 

 

OPERATIONS GIVING:  
These numbers reflect the amounts received vs. 
budgeted for the OPERATIONS of the church.  

FOR SEPTEMBER 2024 

Budgeted Giving: $89,102.83 

Actual Giving:  $85,788.99 (-3,313.84) 

CUMC E-Prayer Chain 

If you would like to receive the list of prayer needs, and be 
a prayer warrior for CUMC, please CLICK HERE for a 
simple form, adding you to the list of PRAYING PEOPLE. 
If you have a prayer request for the team to pray for, send 
it in email to Ed King, edking722@gmail.com. When 
sending, let Ed know if you want it shared publicly, 
otherwise he will assume it is for the prayer list only. 

WORSHIP VISUAL ARTS 
 Are you someone who loves to 
create visual displays? We’d love to 
have another person bring their talents 
to our worship décor and visual arts. 
You’ll get to work alongside Kim Barrett and bring 
your own ideas too! If you’re interested, talk to Kim or 
Sue Burchill at sburchill@carmelumc.org . 

With Sympathy to the family of... 

 Marian Pethe who passed away October  22, 2024 

Make a pledge & help us plan for 2025 

       Why is it important to pledge? Because 

the budget is built on what we can depend on 

for each month in 2025. Plans for the 

upcoming year are based on what we can 

expect incoming versus what must go out. 

Electricity bills, maintenance fees for the lawn, 

parking lot, repairs, supplies, resources, etc. 

are all on that list of outgoing expenses.  

       Pray about your pledge and make the best 

estimate of what you can contribute next year; 

weekly, monthly, or yearly. Our church has a 

long history of people who have poured their 

resources into making this church what it is 

today...a place to call home. Let’s continue that 

legacy for our families, for our children, and for 

the future of this church.  

The 2025 pledge cards were mailed a few 

weeks ago, and there are cards at church (in 

the pews, at the welcome desk). You can 

also choose to make this pledge online by 

clicking this link right now:  

carmelumc.org/giving 

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=af22cb03d2f26048c7ea58414&id=8dbc3cb086
mailto:edking722@gmail.com
mailto:sburchill@carmelumc.org
https://carmelumc.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/493/responses/new
https://carmelumc.org/giving/
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CHILDRENS MINISTRY November 2024 Shaina Murphy • smurphy@carmelumc.org 

In Touch  

Bingo Night 

November 15 

7-8:30pm 

mailto:smurphy@carmelumc.org
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CHILDRENS MINISTRY 
Shaina Murphy • smurphy@carmelumc.org 

At Paint & Pray on Oct. 24, 

we made little ghosts with 

snowmen on the back to 

display in the Fall and in 

the Winter time. We had 

popcorn and the kids had 

a great time playing with 

friends.  

mailto:smurphy@carmelumc.org
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November 2024 ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 
Rev. Jessica Stevens • jstevens@carmelumc.org 

‘Unidos en Fe’ Visits the Ark Encounter 
We wanted to take a moment to express our heartfelt gratitude for 

your support during our recent trip to the Ark Encounter with the 

Unidos en Fe group. Your prayers and assistance made a 

significant impact, helping to create a memorable experience for 

everyone involved. 

Exploring the Ark and its exhibits not only allowed our group to 

understand on how Noah might have cared for all animals and how 

God could have prepared him for this monumental task, but most 

importantly, provided valuable insights for our group about God’s true 

purpose for human life, faith, and the eternal love He offers.  

The joy and enthusiasm shared during our time there were deeply 

cherished by the Unidos en Fe families and beyond, fostering hope 

and excitement for our weekly Tuesday night meetings at the church. 

Thank you once again for your invaluable support and for helping us 

create such wonderful memories. We look forward to more 

adventures together in the future! 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Guillermo & Mary Yanez  

mailto:jstevens@carmelumc.org
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Are you looking for a way to join in, but 

don’t know where to start? Send me an 

email, and I will be glad to help you join 

a group, or form a new one!  

- Pastor Jessica Stevens 
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MISSIONS MINISTRY 
November 2024 Carol Outland • missions@carmelumc.org 

The Kids Coats Carmel 

Giveaway is on Saturday 

November 9, and the Bags of 

Hope Wrap & Fill event is on 

Saturday in the FLC.  

On Sunday, a group of 

volunteers will go down to 

Robert’s Park UMC to serve a 

meal to our neighbors in Indy.  

And, one last act of serving for serve week is the 

people who will drive items to locations for Bags 

of Hope on Monday of the following week.  

Thank you to everyone who has signed up, and if 

you are wanting to help, check out the sign-up 

page at carmelumc.org/serveweek to see where 

you can plug in. 

There are several jobs 

still available.  

SIGN UP HERE: 

carmelumc.org/

serveweek 

Feeding Our Neighbors 

CUMC Food Pantry is partnering with the Carmel 

Meijer store again through December to tackle food 

insecurity in Hamilton County.  Pick up a $10 

donation card at the Gathering Place desk or in the 

Meijer store and add your treasures to this effort.   

 

ANY purchase of this card (by scanning it and 

paying $10 per scan) by any person at the Carmel 

Meijer store will benefit the CUMC Food Pantry 

through December 28.  

 

Click here for more information. 
(This information is available on our website at 

carmelumc.org/missions) 

The time is here for our BIG Serve Week!  

We are starting off  EACH NIGHT at 5:30pm with a 

moment of prayer in the sanctuary with EVERYONE.  

Our hospitality volunteers will be there greeting and 

directing volunteers each night. 

We start off on Wednesday with volunteers packing 

school supplies for Midwest Missions, and packing 

snacks for Soup’s On (for Sunday).  

Thursday we will have some shoppers go and find 

treasures for some of our Angel Tree cards, and we will 

have some volunteers go to senior living places and play 

some games. 

Friday is the Kids Kindness Camp, and set-up around 

the church for Kids Coats Giveaway and for the Bags of 

Hope Wrap & Fill in the FLC. 

mailto:missions@carmelumc.org
https://carmelumc.org/serveweek/
https://carmelumc.org/serveweek/
https://carmelumc.org/serveweek/
https://carmelumc.org/serveweek/
https://carmelumc.org/mt-content/uploads/2024/10/cumc-meijer-simply-give-template-2024-1.pdf
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MISSIONS MINISTRY 
Carol Outland • missions@carmelumc.org 

ANGEL TREE 

November 2024-MISSION FOCUS: Loose coins will go to: 

 The Hamilton County Salvation Army 

Angel Tree program aims to support 400 

children by connecting volunteers with the 

opportunity to shop for personalized 

Christmas gifts for children less fortunate in 

our county.  

 This year’s giveaway, led by Beth Lotti 

and Margaret Kettle will be on Saturday, 

December 7 and we are seeking CUMC 

volunteers to adopt 200 of these 400 

children as well as help out on our giveaway 

day by assisting families through the gift 

pick-up process. Many of these children are 

from the very same families that we already 

serve at our food pantry as well as receiving 

coats at the Kids Coats giveaway on 

November 9. Each volunteer will have the 

opportunity to select a specific child to 

sponsor, ensuring that the gifts purchased 

will directly benefit that child. In addition to 

these personalized gifts, families will be able 

to select supplementary items such as 

books, games, clothes and stocking stuffers 

during the gift pick-up, further enhancing 

their holiday experience.  

 Parents have already begun to register 

for the Angel Tree program. As part of their 

registration, they pick categories of gifts for 

their children like: football, soccer, Paw 

Patrol, or Barbie. These gift ideas will go on 

Angel Tags that you can select from. Each 

tag is for one child and will have their first 

name, age and gender on it. Shoppers 

should expect to spend approximately $100 

per child on one small gift, one large gift, 

and some stocking stuffers. Last year, 

several small groups adopted a child or two 

Mission: Salvation Army Angel Tree 

to minimize the cost per person. Angel Tags 

will be available in November on our 

Missions Giving Tree located in the 

Gathering Place. Watch for the date in our 

weekly worship bulletin as well as the 

Midweek Connect email.  

 We want to THANK YOU for sharing 

the joy of Christmas with those in need in 

our community. Questions? Feel free to 

contact Beth (brlotti52@gmail.com) or 

Margaret (mkettle@indy.rr.com)  

Beth Lotti Margaret Kettle 

mailto:missions@carmelumc.org
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A Slice of Serenity: Pie-A-Palooza 
Sweet Harp Music and Tasty Pies on Nov. 13 

Elizabeth has over 40 years of harp experience 

including the Lafayette Symphony, Carmel 

Symphony and other local chamber music 

groups. Ahlgrim performs with the city’s best 

vocalists, flutists and string musicians at 

corporate events, church services and other 

special occasions. 

Her enchanting wedding music has been praised 

by Indy Weddings, Wedding Wire and The Knot. 

She was even named Musician of the Year by 

the City of Fishers! 

Following the concert, UWF and Pastor Tim will 

host “Pie-a-Palooza” and other desserts. Don’t 

miss this opportunity to experience the artistry of 

Elizabeth Ahlgrim and savor a sweet treat! 

CLICK HERE for  

FREE TICKETS 

Scan here 

with your 

phone’s 

camera  for 

FREE 

TICKETS 

Join us for an evening of beautiful music, 

community and delicious desserts!  

Carmel native Elizabeth Ahlgrim will treat us with 

her award-winning harp music, blending musical 

genres from timeless classical pieces to 

contemporary favorites. CUMC’s Traditional 

Music Ministry is hosting the Wednesday, Nov. 13 

concert at 6 p.m. in the Sanctuary, followed by a 

variety of pies and other desserts provided by 

United Women in Faith. 

November 2024 MUSIC MINISTRY 
David Morton • dmorton@carmelumc.org 

Matt Gerhard was great  

on the organ. The desserts 

were amazing too! 

https://carmelumc.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/490/responses/new
https://carmelumc.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/489/responses/new
https://carmelumc.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/489/responses/new
https://carmelumc.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/490/responses/new
mailto:dmorton@carmelumc.org
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November 2024 MUSIC MINISTRY 
David Morton • dmorton@carmelumc.org 

After the fantastic turnout at our September 

Wednesday Night Friends and Family event, we’re 

thrilled to continue this tradition! We invite you to 

join us on the first Wednesday of every month 

beginning Dec. 4 from 6:00 to 6:30 P.M. for an 

evening of great company, delicious food, and 

beautiful music—all for free! We will be singing 

Christmas carols. 

What to Expect: Bring your family, friends, and 

neighbors to enjoy a warm, welcoming atmosphere 

where you can relax, share a meal, and connect 

with others in the community. The night kicks off 

with a free dinner, so come hungry! 

Love to Sing? If you’ve ever thought about joining 

the choir or simply enjoy music, this is the perfect 

no pressure opportunity. After you enjoy the meal, 

everyone will participate in a Christmas Carol Sing. 

You’ll experience firsthand the joy and harmony 

that singing in a group can bring. Choir members 

will be on hand to answer any questions, and you 

can even join in a song or two if you feel inspired! 

Whether you’re a seasoned singer, just curious, or 

just want to listen, this event offers a laid-back way 

to see what choir life is all about. Who knows—you 

may decide to join the choir by the end of the night! 

Why You Should Come: 

 Free Food: A delicious meal awaits, and 

there’s no cost to attend! 

 Free Music: Enjoy a sneak peek into our 

choir rehearsals, and soak in the beautiful 

sounds of choral music. 

 Community Connection: Meet new people, 

catch up with friends, and enjoy fellowship in 

a welcoming environment. 

So mark your calendars and join us at Carmel 

United Methodist Church (CUMC) every 

FIRST Wednesday of each month at  

6:00 P.M. for a heartwarming evening of 

food, music, and friendship.  

We can’t wait to see you there! 

Dave Morton,  

Director of Music Ministry 

 

If your group is interested in 

partnering  with us for  

a music event, contact  

DMorton@carmelumc.org 

First Wednesdays: Friends and Family Nights! 

mailto:dmorton@carmelumc.org
mailto:DMorton@carmelumc.org
https://carmelumc.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/494/responses/new
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Click here to visit the Youth Ministries 

Page! Sign up forms, and updated info on 

all events are available online.  

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Ryan Remington • youth@carmelumc.org 

November 2024 

https://carmelumc.org/ministries/youth-ministry/
https://carmelumc.org/ministries/youth-ministry/
mailto:youth@carmelumc.org


 13 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Ryan Remington • youth@carmelumc.org 

November 2024 

mailto:youth@carmelumc.org?subject=CUMC%20YOUTH:
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CUMC Preschool NOVEMBER Teacher Spotlight 
This month we are highlighting 2 very special 

teachers in our 4C Class! Mrs. Evancic and 

Mrs. Wasila! This is the duo's 2nd year teaching 

together and OH WHAT FUN they are having in 4C! 

PRESCHOOL MINISTRY 
Stephanie Holl, Preschool Director • sholl@carmelumc.org 

CUMC Preschool is ready for FALL! Take a walk down the preschool hallways and check out 

our fabulous bulletin board artwork! Our students are so talented, you will certainly be impressed! 

This is Mrs. Evancic's 23rd year 

of teaching here at CUMC Preschool.  

Mrs. Evancic brings a fun and groovy 

vibe to the classroom! Her love for 

teaching and her students is evident every 

day and we are beyond blessed to have 

her not only as a CUMC employee but as 

a CUMC member as well.  She and her 

husband Ken have been married for 36 

years and have 3 amazing children, 4 

beautiful grandchildren, 4 of the sweetest 

grandpups you will ever meet and 1 

grandcat!  

Mrs. Wasila has been a teacher at 

CUMC for 3 years now! The most recent 

activity that she brought to the classroom 

was teaching her students about her 

Egyptian culture.  She made a tasty 

Egyptian snack for the kids to enjoy at 

home, had fun games planned and even 

brought in special items and artifacts from 

home! Mrs. Wasila and her husband, Sam, 

live here in Carmel with their 2 daughters, 

Heaven and Gabby! 

Greek Tony's Pizza  

DINE TO DONATE night  

Greek Tony's Pizza and Sub Shop has 

offered to host a DINE TO DONATE night 

to support our Preschool! Please consider 

ordering from Greek Tony's on Tuesday, 

November 19 and Greek Tony's will give 

back a portion of the proceeds to our school! 

We are so grateful to Greek Tony's and to the 

CUMC congregation! Just by participating in 

our DINE TO DONATE events, you help 

our students receive enrichment activities, 

books, playground improvements, and so 

much more!  

THANK YOU from all of us  

in the preschool! 

November 2024 

mailto:sholl@carmelumc.org?subject=CUMC%20PRESCHOOL:
mailto:msherrill@carmelumc.org
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PLANNED GIVING 
plannedgiving@carmelumc.org November 2024 

mailto:plannedgiving@carmelumc.org?subject=Planned%20Giving:%20
mailto:giving@carmelumc.org
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

621 S. Range Line Road 

Carmel, IN 46032 

Phone: 317-844-7275 

E-mail: caremail@carmelumc.org 

www.carmelumc.org 

At Carmel UMC we are connecting with God and 
others, growing in faith and love through Biblical 
learning, and serving our community and world as 
followers of Jesus Christ. 
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 PLANNED GIVING: Gratitude 
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mailto:caremail@carmelumc.org
http://www.carmelumc.org

