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PASTOR’S DESK 
Tim Burchill • tburchill@carmelumc.org 

themselves extravagantly in order to 
welcome the Christ child.  From Mary to the 
Magi, from Joseph to the Shepherds, they 
each risked a great deal in order to prepare 
the way for the Prince of Peace. 

Our worship theme for this advent is 
The Five Gifts of Christmas and will look at 
the unique gifts given by Mary, Joseph, The 
Magi, and Shepherds.  On Christmas Eve 
we’ll consider the one who risked the most 
and gave the most—God himself.  I hope 
you’ll make every effort to reacquaint 
yourself with the depth and breadth of the 
Bible’s witness to the coming of God into 
our world as the child of a humble carpenter 
and his betrothed. 

In case you’re wondering, we will be 
hosting a beautiful Christmas Cantata in 
both traditional services (9 and 10:30 a.m.) 
on December 8, with a children’s pageant in 
contemporary worship on December 15 at 
10:45.  Our Christmas Eve worship 
schedule will start with a Family Service at 
10:30 a.m., Contemporary worship at 5 
p.m., and Traditional Lessons and Carols at 
6:30 and 8 p.m.*  There is no better time to 
come home to your church and invite others 
to join you than the Advent/Christmas 
season.  I pray that you do just that in a 
spirit of joyful anticipation and love. 

 

The Best Kind of Gifts 
 Christmas has become a time of gift 
giving (and, of course, receiving).  We spend 
quite a bit of time, energy, and money 
getting just the right gift for all the people 
who populate our Christmas list.  When my 
children were little I would sometimes get a 
book of ‘coupons.’  These were little slips of 
paper on which they’d written various things 
they could do for me and Sue.  Some I could 
redeem for a hug, another was an offer to 
empty the dishwasher or pick up their rooms 
after only being asked once.  I found a few 
just this week while cleaning out a drawer.  I 
think these might have come a mere 15 
years ago.  Here are the ones I evidently 
never cashed in from my daughter: 

 Good for any chore needed! 

 Good for a clean kitchen table for a week. 

 Good for two Sundays without being 
pestered in service (Abby would sit with 
me for one of our worship services). 

 Good for a meal at McDonald’s without 
me complaining (as long as I don’t have 
to eat anything.)  The girl was not a 
McD’s fan.  

I am wondering now what the 
expiration date is on a few of these.  She’ll 
be home for Thanksgiving, and I’d love a 
cleared and clean kitchen throughout the 
holiday. 

It just seems as if the best gifts are the 
gifts we give of ourselves:  gifts that cost us 
something—the sacrifice of our time, the use 
of our talents, the personal nature of the 
gift’s creation.  The same was true that very 
first Christmas as well.  Each of the major 
figures in the nativity story gave of 

Pastor Tim 

* See our Christmas calendar   

of events on page 15. 

mailto:tburchill@carmelumc.org
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OPERATIONS GIVING:  
These numbers reflect the amounts received vs. 
budgeted for the OPERATIONS of the church.  

FOR SEPTEMBER 2024 

Budgeted Giving: $89,102.83 

Actual Giving:  $119,520.45 (+30,417.62) 

CUMC E-Prayer Chain 

If you would like to receive the list of prayer needs, 
and be a prayer warrior for CUMC, please CLICK 
HERE for a simple form, adding you to the list of 
PRAYING PEOPLE. If you have a prayer request 
for the team to pray for, send it in email to Ed 
King, edking722@gmail.com. When sending, let 
Ed know if you want it shared publicly, otherwise he 
will assume it is for the prayer list only. 

WORSHIP VISUAL ARTS 
 Are you someone who loves to 
create visual displays? We’d love to 
have another person bring their talents 
to our worship décor and visual arts. 
You’ll get to work alongside Kim 
Barrett and bring your own ideas too! 
If you’re interested, talk to Kim or Sue 
Burchill at sburchill@carmelumc.org . 

In Celebration of... 

 Baptism of Tanner Adeline Preston on    

     November 24 —proud parents are  Drew &  

     Jennifer Preston, and siblings are Walker & Hunter. 

With Sympathy to the family of... 

 Lee (Percy) Adams who passed  

     away November 12, 2024 

Tim Paramore’s impact lives on through his 

championing efforts to further improve ADA access at our 

major three entrances.  His memorial plaque is now 

located just inside door 4. 

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=af22cb03d2f26048c7ea58414&id=8dbc3cb086
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=af22cb03d2f26048c7ea58414&id=8dbc3cb086
mailto:edking722@gmail.com
mailto:sburchill@carmelumc.org
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CHILDRENS MINISTRY December 2024 Shaina Murphy • smurphy@carmelumc.org 

mailto:smurphy@carmelumc.org
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CHILDRENS MINISTRY 
Shaina Murphy • smurphy@carmelumc.org 
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CHILDRENS MINISTRY December 2024 Shaina Murphy • smurphy@carmelumc.org 

For a SPECIAL Advent activity,  

ASK at the welcome desk! 

mailto:smurphy@carmelumc.org
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ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 
Rev. Jessica Stevens • jstevens@carmelumc.org 

Are you looking for a way to join in, but 

don’t know where to start? Send me an 

email, and I will be glad to help you join 

a group, or form a new one!  

- Pastor Jessica Stevens 

mailto:jstevens@carmelumc.org


 8 

 

MISSIONS MINISTRY 
December 2024 Carol Outland • missions@carmelumc.org 

Feeding Our Neighbors 

CUMC Food Pantry is partnering with the Carmel 

Meijer store again through December to tackle food 

insecurity in Hamilton County.  Pick up a $10 

donation card at the Gathering Place desk or in the 

Meijer store and add your treasures to this effort.   

 

ANY purchase of this card (by scanning it and 

paying $10 per scan) by any person at the Carmel 

Meijer store will benefit the CUMC Food Pantry 

through December 28.  

 

Click here for more information. 
(This information is available on our website at 

carmelumc.org/missions) 

Angel Tree Event 
December 7, 2024 

Click here, or on the 

image to SIGN UP  

for the event.  

We are still collecting gift 

wrap, gift bags up until the 

day of the event to help 

parents wrap the gifts for 

their children. 

mailto:missions@carmelumc.org
https://carmelumc.org/mt-content/uploads/2024/10/cumc-meijer-simply-give-template-2024-1.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A44ABA92CA7FF2-52455038-angel
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A44ABA92CA7FF2-52455038-angel
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MISSIONS MINISTRY 
Carol Outland • missions@carmelumc.org 

CUMC FOOD PANTRY 

December 2024-MISSION FOCUS: Loose coins will go to: 

Mission of the Month:  

CUMC Food Pantry 

 Wow….it has been an exciting and challenging 

time at the Food Pantry these past few months. Lots of 

renovations with a new ramp to protect our volunteers and 

a new donation closet thanks to the Romeo group. The 

Food Pantry basement has been cleaned out, mold 

removed, and a French drain installed. We have some 

new stronger shelving inside the pantry thanks to the Boy 

Scouts. We’ve added a couple of new shelves with 

additional offerings.   

 All that hasn’t stopped almost 400 guests from 

shopping at the pantry, serving 1500 – 1600 food insecure 

neighbors each month! 

 In this season of Thanksgiving, we are especially 

thankful for our many volunteers who purchase the food 

stuffs, stock the shelves, and serve our guests. In any 

given week, we have over 40 volunteers who show their 

love of Christ by helping their neighbors. 

 We are also thankful for our many partners . . .  

Fresh Market, Niemann Harvest Market, Panera and 

Einstein Bagels that donate surplus food . . . Orchard Park 

Presbyterian Church which donates eggs for almost every 

guest and other food stuffs . . . CUMC Preschool who just 

visited the pantry and stocked the shelves with their 

donations . . . community gardens including our very own 

food pantry garden which continue to donate homegrown 

produce even this late in the season . . . Cherry Tree Girl 

Scout Troop that made special birthday kits for 

guests….Boy Scout Troop 733 that picked up a food 

donation for Zonta International and stocked the shelves . 

. . and so many others.   

 The CUMC Food Pantry is 

supported by the Hamilton County 

community in so many ways. Our hearts 

overflow as we extend our hands to 

those in need. 

mailto:missions@carmelumc.org
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December 2024 MUSIC MINISTRY 
David Morton • dmorton@carmelumc.org 

If your group is interested in 

partnering  with us for  

a music event, contact  

Join our rehearsal on 

Saturday Dec. 7 from 9am to 

11am. We would love to have 

your voice in the choir! 

The Cantata this year will be during both of 

the traditional services at 9am & 10:30am 

on Sunday December 8, and the program 

is from this book called “THREE GIFTS: 

Our Christmas Offering.”  

mailto:dmorton@carmelumc.org
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PLANNED GIVING 
plannedgiving@carmelumc.org December 2024 

“This service that you perform is not only supplying needs of the Lord’s people but is also  

overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.”  2 Corinthians 9:12 NIV  

mailto:plannedgiving@carmelumc.org?subject=Planned%20Giving:%20
mailto:giving@carmelumc.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
Ryan Remington • youth@carmelumc.org 

Click here to visit the Youth Ministries 

Page! Sign up forms, and updated info on 

all events are available online.  

mailto:youth@carmelumc.org
https://carmelumc.org/ministries/youth-ministry/
https://carmelumc.org/ministries/youth-ministry/
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
Ryan Remington • youth@carmelumc.org 

December 2024 

(while supplies last!) 

mailto:youth@carmelumc.org?subject=CUMC%20YOUTH:
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CUMC Preschool DECEMBER Teacher 
Spotlight This month we highlight 2 of 
our favorite "Super Supporters",  
Mrs. Ross and Mr. Wayne!  

PRESCHOOL MINISTRY 
Stephanie Holl, Preschool Director • sholl@carmelumc.org 

Mrs. Ross is our resident Music Teacher! 

She has been teaching music at CUMC for 4 

years now and is responsible for one of the most 

adorable preschool Christmas programs you will 

ever see! She is originally from Pittsburgh, PA 

but now Mrs. Ross and her husband live in 

Carmel with their precious pup,  Minnie! She 

also volunteers at CUMC with the handbell 

choir!  Stephanie loves to play duets with her 

mom on the piano!  

Mr. Wayne is a celebrity in the preschool 

hallways! Not only does he help us with our custodial 

needs, but he can fix just about anything, keeps our car 

line moving efficiently AND every single kiddo is 

always so excited to see him and yell "HEY MR. 

WAYNE"!  His love and support for CUMC is evident 

each day he comes to work.  He even hides a magnet 

man somewhere in the building for kids to find each 

week! We can always depend on Mr. Wayne to help us 

out in a pinch either in the office or classroom! I would 

say we are the luckiest bunch to have him on our team! 

Wayne is married to Christine, and is a dad to 6, 

grandfather to 3, great grandfather to 1 and a dog dad 

to Pepper Jean!  

December 2024 

REGISTRATION for the 

2025-2026 School Year 

The preschool is looking ahead to the 2025-26 

school year! If you or someone you know is 

interested in enrollment information, please see our 

website under the "preschool tab".  There you will 

find a list of class offerings, registration information, 

our parent handbook and student calendar! If you 

would like to schedule a tour, please contact the 

preschool office directly at (317) 844-1958!  

mailto:sholl@carmelumc.org?subject=CUMC%20PRESCHOOL:
mailto:msherrill@carmelumc.org
https://carmelumc.org/preschool/
https://carmelumc.org/preschool/
https://carmelumc.org/preschool/
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Tue. Wed. Fri. 5p-8p 

Sat. 10a-6p 

Sun. 12p-6p 

(while supplies last) 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

621 S. Range Line Road 

Carmel, IN 46032 

Phone: 317-844-7275 

E-mail: caremail@carmelumc.org 

www.carmelumc.org 

At Carmel UMC we are connecting with God and 
others, growing in faith and love through Biblical 
learning, and serving our community and world as 
followers of Jesus Christ. 
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 PLANNED GIVING: Mission House  
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mailto:caremail@carmelumc.org
http://www.carmelumc.org

