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PASTOR’S DESK 
Tim Burchill • tburchill@carmelumc.org 

Matthew focuses on the humanity of 
Jesus—a meek and humble son of a 
carpenter.  At the same time, this gospel 
highlights the connection between Jesus 
and the very best God’s people have to 
offer: great teachers like Moses, strong 
deliverers like Joshua, wise rulers like 
David.  And Jesus is so much more than 
any of those heroes of the faith. 

If you ever longed to hear the full 
gospel—the birth, life, teaching, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ—then this is 
your chance.  How do I become more like 
Jesus in my daily walk?  How can the 
wisdom of this gift from God help me be a 
better husband, wife, Mother, father and 
friend?  Come and hear.  Just be ready to 
go and tell.  You won’t be able to do one 
without the other! 

Start the Year Off with 
the Gospel that Starts Off 

the New Testament 
Have you ever thought about reading 

the Bible from start to finish only to get lost 
somewhere around Numbers or 
Deuteronomy?  Why not start with the first 
book of the New Testament, the Gospel of 
Matthew?  Our Carmel UMC pastors are 
going to take the congregation through the 
entire gospel of Matthew, chapter by 
chapter, starting on January 19. 

This is an action-packed book of 
scripture that has most of our favorite 
stories, the most insightful teachings, and 
the most wonderous miracles.  There is a 
reason why our Christian scriptures begin 
with Matthew.  He speaks to our daily lives 
today as much as he did to those who first 
heard Matthew’s presentation of Jesus the 
Messiah. 

Pastor Tim 

mailto:tburchill@carmelumc.org
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CUMC E-Prayer Chain 

If you would like to receive the list of prayer needs, 
and be a prayer warrior for CUMC, please CLICK 
HERE for a simple form, adding you to the list of 
PRAYING PEOPLE. If you have a prayer request 
for the team to pray for, send it in email to Ed 
King, edking722@gmail.com. When sending, let 
Ed know if you want it shared publicly, otherwise he 
will assume it is for the prayer list only. 

WORSHIP VISUAL ARTS 
 Are you someone who loves to create 
visual displays? We’d love to have another person 
bring their talents to our worship décor and visual 
arts. You’ll get to work alongside Kim Barrett 
and bring your own ideas too! If you’re 
interested, talk to Kim or Sue Burchill at 
sburchill@carmelumc.org . 

With Sympathy to the friends & families of... 

 

 Patsy Taggart who passed away December 15, 2024 

 Gail Eastburn who passed away December 17, 2024 

 Patricia Shafer  who passed away December 27, 2024 

 Patty Price who passed away December 30, 2024 

 

We had several people order the Nativity Sets 

that were a part of this seasonal project that 

has a mission to make the nativity a part of our 

outdoor decorations for Christmastime every 

year. These were nice, durable, weatherproof 

pieces that could sit nicely in any part of a 

yard. Here is Jayne Enlow with her nativity, 

and Caroline Pyle’s nativity in front of her 

house too.  If you like to drive around looking 

at decorations, you probably noticed a good 

number of these popping up everywhere! 

P.O.N.S. — Project Outdoor Nativity Scene 

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=af22cb03d2f26048c7ea58414&id=8dbc3cb086
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=af22cb03d2f26048c7ea58414&id=8dbc3cb086
mailto:edking722@gmail.com
mailto:sburchill@carmelumc.org
https://carmelumc.org/employment/
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CHILDRENS MINISTRY January 2025 Shaina Murphy • smurphy@carmelumc.org 

mailto:smurphy@carmelumc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5Ueko7Xa8A
mailto:smurphy@carmelumc.org
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CHILDRENS MINISTRY 
Shaina Murphy • smurphy@carmelumc.org 

mailto:smurphy@carmelumc.org
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ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 
Rev. Jessica Stevens • jstevens@carmelumc.org 

January 2025 

 As we begin the New Year and take time to reflect on who we are and who we belong to, 

we can use tools like Myers-Briggs or other personality tests to better understand ourselves. 

One tool that incorporates our spiritual side is the Enneagram. It is believed that the 

Enneagram emerged from desert mothers and fathers as a way to better understand our faith in 

relation to ourselves, God and one another. 

 Beginning Wednesday, January 15  at 7:30pm on Zoom, David Bell, a certified 

Enneagram coach will guide us through a three-week course exploring our Centers of 

Intelligence, the Enneagram and Expectations in our relationships, and the Instincts exploring 

our spiritual practices and how we connect with God based on our Enneagram type.  

 If you struggled in your prayer life or wondered how best you connect with God then 

this series might be for you! If you are already fulfilled in your spiritual practices, this series 

might encourage you to try something new.  

 If you are interested please fill out this form ( https://carmelumc.ccbchurch.com/goto/

forms/498/responses/new )  and take the RHETI test - a code will be sent to you when you rsvp 

to the class!  

Fill out the form at the link above, and we will send you the link to take the Enneagram test.  

mailto:jstevens@carmelumc.org
https://carmelumc.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/498/responses/new
https://carmelumc.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/498/responses/new
https://carmelumc.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/498/responses/new
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ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 
Rev. Jessica Stevens • jstevens@carmelumc.org 

Are you looking for a way to join in, but 

don’t know where to start? Send me an 

email, and I will be glad to help you join 

a group, or form a new one!  

- Pastor Jessica Stevens 

mailto:jstevens@carmelumc.org
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MISSIONS MINISTRY 
January 2025 Carol Outland • missions@carmelumc.org 

 

Help support Sierra Leone young ladies by helping to purchase  

washable and reusable feminine hygiene undergarments.  

 

Did you know that most girls do not attend school while on their  

monthly cycles as feminine supplies are not easily accessible  

to them? Scan the QR Code to order garments from our  

AMAZON WISHLIST link and ship directly to the church.  

And/or, you can designate part of your Sunday offerings  

in January to “Thinx” and we’ll take care of the rest.  

WISHLIST LINK: (or click the QR code here.—->) 

https://qrco.de/bffoVb 

Pastor Jessica has a goal to fill an entire suitcase with these 

garments to take along to Sierra Leone, so we'll need to purchase 

these for delivery to CUMC by the end of January.    

Let’s help her reach that goal! ♥ 

Click this image! 

mailto:missions@carmelumc.org
https://qrco.de/bffoVb
https://a.co/eDYpiat
https://qrco.de/bffoVb
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A44ABA92CA7FF2-47011353-soups%23/
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MISSIONS MINISTRY 
Carol Outland • missions@carmelumc.org 

SIERRA LEONE MISSIONS 

January 2025-MISSION FOCUS: Loose coins will go to: 

Helping to Empower our Friends in  

Sierra Leone to Empower Themselves  
By Karen Gould   

Listening, observing, supporting, 

encouraging…the essence of our 

mission relationship with the Sierra 

Leone United Methodist Conference 

(SLUMC). Every preschool should 

have a proper toilet facility instead of 

buckets. Thanks to our congregation, 

the Goderich UMC Preschool has a 

beautiful new restroom.   

 

The chapel at the SLUMC 

Seminary, high on a hill, 

now has steps 

for worshippers 

to use instead 

of climbing 

paths through 

boulders.   

The Betty Carew Training Center in Freetown 

offers training for women in sewing and recently 

added catering training to its offerings. 

 Twenty students are learning 

vocational and entrepreneurial skills 

while earning their secondary education 

at the Taiama Enterprise Academy 

(TEA), a boarding school fully 

sponsored by Hoosier United Methodists 

through Operation Classroom. A 

graduate of TEA recently shared, “I was 

a nobody without a promising future 

before coming to TEA, and now I am a 

somebody.”  

 CUMC is making a difference in 

Sierra Leone, one of the poorest 

countries in the world. We can provide 

hope, opportunities, resources, and our 

love to our neighbors across the sea.  

Our gifts, our joining a mission journey, 

and our prayers share our fellowship in 

Christ though the mission support 

CUMC provides to Sierra Leone.   

mailto:missions@carmelumc.org
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The Angel Tree After-Christmas Update  
 

On Saturday, December 7, 2024,  Carmel UMC was the 

Hamilton County distribution site for the Salvation Army 

Angel Tree Program. This year we assisted in helping 207 

Hamilton County families make Christmas for their young 

ones a little brighter by distributing a total of 403 bags 
filled with gifts specifically purchased for each individual 

child. Parents were able to select additional items on tables 

set up in the hallway that were filled with books, games and 

stocking stuffers.  

 

 

 

 

Many thanks go out to all our Carmel 

UMC members who purchased gifts as 

well as those who volunteered to set 

up for the event on Friday and assist 

families through the giveaway on 

Saturday.   There were many smiles, 

laughter and few tears of gratitude 

shared between guests and 

volunteers. It was a really good day!  

 

 

 

Much appreciation to Ken and Elaine Keltner for 

their generous donation to the Angel Tree program in 

honor and memory of the late Lyle Mannweiler, 

husband to Deborah Daniels for his lifelong passion for 

cycling.  

 

This heartfelt gesture made it possible to purchase  

8 bicycles with helmets for Angel Tree children 

who might otherwise go without during the holiday 

season. Many thanks to the Keltner family! ♥ 

MISSIONS MINISTRY 
January 2025 Carol Outland • missions@carmelumc.org 

mailto:missions@carmelumc.org
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January 2025 MUSIC MINISTRY 
David Morton • dmorton@carmelumc.org 

If you have questions, or if 

your group is interested in 

partnering  with us for  

a music event, contact  

DMorton@carmelumc.org 

5
Happy New Year from CUMC’s Traditional Music Ministry! We hope you feel renewed in your faith 

following a month of inspiring Christmas hymns and music, including the Cantata and Christmas Eve 

services. If your resolutions include praising God and serving at CUMC, singing in our Chancel Choir is 

one of the best ways to do so! 

We gather in the sanctuary at 6 p.m. each Wednesday to preview the hymns for Sunday and sing 

through several weeks of upcoming anthems. The Chancel Choir arrives at 8:15 a.m. on Sundays to 

rehearse before the 9 a.m. traditional worship service, and then excuses themselves early in the 10:30 

a.m. service. It’s a fun, supportive group who are challenging their voices to glorify God for our 

congregation and community. 

A highlight of the Traditional Music Ministry in 2024 was a new outreach program. We welcomed our 

community to enjoy food or dessert and special music. Between our first “First Wednesdays” gathering, 

the Christmas Hymn Sing and concerts by organist Matt Gerhard and harpist Wendy Muston, we had a 

total of 238 attendees! 

Our First Wednesdays gatherings with food and special music are taking some much-needed “vocal 

rest” for January and will resume on Wednesday, Feb. 5. Below is a peek at what we have planned for 

our Spring season. Look for more information and registration links so we can order enough food for 

everyone! 

 Feb. 5: First Wednesday Night Friends and Family  

in the Gathering Place with food and singing 

 Mar. 12: Cathy Morris and her Electric Violin in the Youth Hub  

(basement) children are invited as we’ll be serving pizza,  

popcorn and snow cones afterwards! 

 Apr. 2: First Wednesday Night Friends and Family  

in the Gathering Place with food and singing 

 May 7: Traditional Music Ministry end-of-year celebration  

with Prime Rib Dinner from MCL ($20) 

 May 28: Handbell ensemble Circle City Ringers in the Sanctuary,  

followed by desserts provided by United Women in Faith 

The 6:30pm candlelight 

service (left) and the 8pm 

candlelight service (right) as 

seen from the choir’s view  

on Christmas Eve 2024. ♥ 

mailto:dmorton@carmelumc.org
mailto:DMorton@carmelumc.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
Ryan Remington • youth@carmelumc.org 

Click here to visit the Youth Ministries 

Page! Sign up forms, and updated info on 

all events are available online.  

If you are viewing this in email, just click 

the QR code to go to the signup form. 

mailto:youth@carmelumc.org
https://carmelumc.org/ministries/youth-ministry/
https://carmelumc.org/ministries/youth-ministry/
https://carmelumc.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/495/responses/new
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
Ryan Remington • youth@carmelumc.org 

January 2025 

mailto:youth@carmelumc.org?subject=CUMC%20YOUTH:
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CUMC Preschool JANUARY Teacher 
Spotlight This month we highlight  

Mrs. Nichols in 3B and  
Mrs. Podgorny in 4D! 

PRESCHOOL MINISTRY 
Stephanie Holl, Preschool Director • sholl@carmelumc.org 

Mrs. Nichols has been teaching at CUMC 

Preschool for 15 years! She grew up in 

Chicago and graduated from Western 

Michigan University! She and her husband, 

Dave, live in Westfield with their daughter 

(Emma) and son (Cameron) and sweet pup, 

Pepper!  

This is Mrs. Podgorny's 12th year teaching at 

CUMC Preschool! She lives in Westfield with 

her husband, Paul, and 3 sons, Landon, Nolan, 

and Preston! Landon is a freshman at IU, 

Nolan a senior and Preston a freshman both at 

Westfield High School.  She enjoys time with 

her family (including her fur kids), reading, 

watching movies, and biking!  

January 2025 

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2025-26  

SCHOOL YEAR IS ALMOST HERE!!  
Be sure to check out our website, www.carmelumc.org/

preschool, for information about our class offerings and 

registration process! If you have any questions or would like 

to schedule a tour, please contact our office at 317-844-

1958 or email Stephanie Holl at sholl@carmelumc.org! 

Returning CUMC Preschool families and CUMC church 

members receive PRIORITY REGISTRATION starting 

Monday January 13! So don't delay!  

Email sholl@carmelumc.org RIGHT away to get a Google 

FORM link that you will use to register early. 

We are so very lucky to have Mrs. Nichols and Mrs. Podgorny 

as long time dedicated teachers in our preschool program and 

cannot thank them enough for their service to our ministry!  

mailto:sholl@carmelumc.org?subject=CUMC%20PRESCHOOL:
mailto:msherrill@carmelumc.org
http://www.carmelumc.org/preschool
http://www.carmelumc.org/preschool
mailto:sholl@carmelumc.org
mailto:sholl@carmelumc.org
https://carmelumc.org/preschool/
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PLANNED GIVING 
plannedgiving@carmelumc.org January 2025 

mailto:plannedgiving@carmelumc.org?subject=Planned%20Giving:%20
mailto:giving@carmelumc.org
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

621 S. Range Line Road 

Carmel, IN 46032 

Phone: 317-844-7275 

E-mail: caremail@carmelumc.org 

www.carmelumc.org 

At Carmel UMC we are connecting with God and 
others, growing in faith and love through Biblical 
learning, and serving our community and world as 
followers of Jesus Christ. 
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