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awfully ‘flush’ right now, our DNA as a 

congregation is definitely on the frugal side 

when it comes to handling money.  Your gifts 

are a precious resource that we take very 

seriously, and we will do our very best to use 

them in such a way that both our facilities AND 

our ministries will prosper and grow. 

 If I can take a moment of personal 

privilege, let me say how proud and pleased I 

am with the sacrifices and the joy behind your 

participation in this campaign.  You didn’t 

exactly surprise me, but you have reinforced my 

estimation of this congregation’s health and 

vitality.  Ever since we’ve arrived, Sue and I 

have been thankful that the Bishop brought us 

here to Carmel.  You are a loving and faithful 

congregation, and I can’t think of a better 

church in which to finish my many years of 

ministry.  I look forward to what God will be 

doing in us and through us.  With God, all 

things are possible. At Carmel United 

Methodist Church, it is always possible to find 

men and women ready to allow God to do what 

no one of us can do on our own. 

 Thank you and God bless you! 

Blessed People Bless People 

 By now you’ve heard that our Elevate 

and Renovate Capital Campaign was a near 

miraculous success.  We had over 140 families 

make commitments to achieve a total of 2.3 

million dollars!  Your gratitude has 

translated into exciting generosity, and that 

generosity will allow us to do two things: 

1. To add back in to our priorities other 

renovations and improvements that 

we could not fit into our $1.6 million 

limit.  There are a variety of needed 

improvements that would enhance 

our ministries.  By raising money 

beyond our goal, we now have the 

opportunity to tackle even more. 

2. Even though the campaign goes on 

over the next three years, it is our 

hope that we will be able to deal with 

maintenance and renovation issues 

considerably longer than that.  

Getting our facilities and grounds 

back up to snuff will take some time, 

and your gifts will give us all the time 

we need. 

     For those who haven’t yet had a chance to 

join this vital movement of the spirit here at 

Carmel UMC, we’d love nothing more than to 

include your pledge or your gift alongside our 

own.  You still have a chance to get in on the 

ground floor of something that will be talked 

about for years to come (at least I’ll be talking 

about it.) 

 What exactly is the plan for the funds 
that exceed our goal? I’m proposing that we pull 

together the ministry leaders and staff and 

have them strategize with our trustees and 

finance committee.  They will then advise the 

Governing Council on the most impactful ways 

to move forward.  While it might feel like we’re 

PASTOR’S DESK 
Tim Burchill • tburchill@carmelumc.org 

Pastor Tim 

A Note from Pastor Tim Burchill 

mailto:tburchill@carmelumc.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

CUMC E-PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like to receive the 
list of prayer needs, and be a prayer warrior for CUMC, 
please CLICK HERE for a simple form, adding you to the 
list of PRAYING PEOPLE.  
 
If you have a prayer request for the team to pray for, send 
it in email to Ed King, edking722@gmail.com. These 
prayer concern are for the e-list only. If it is a concern you 
would wish to have announced in worship, see NEXT info. 
 
PRAYER MENTIONS in WORSHIP are separate. 
You must let Sue Burchill, sburchill@carmelumc.org,  
know the concern, and we must have permission from the 
immediate family in order to mention any prayer concerns 
during worship.  

With Sympathy to the family & friends of… 

 Charlotte Wible who passed away on June 20, 2025 

 Cleon Prestholt who passed away on June 22, 2025 

 Karen Gould who passed away on June 23, 2025 

 Hugh Wolf who passed away on June 25, 2025 

 Marilyn Buchholz who passed away on June 27, 2025 

Get ready! Pecans are coming! Our 

UWF (United Women in Faith) will be 

selling pecans this fall !! 

Further information coming soon!  

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=af22cb03d2f26048c7ea58414&id=8dbc3cb086
mailto:edking722@gmail.com
mailto:sburchill@carmelumc.org?subject=Prayer%20concern%20for%20Worship:%20
https://carmelumc.org/sermons/livestream/
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CHILDRENS MINISTRY July 2025 Shaina Murphy • smurphy@carmelumc.org 

mailto:smurphy@carmelumc.org
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PRESCHOOL MINISTRY 
Stephanie Holl, Preschool Director • sholl@carmelumc.org 

REGISTRATION FOR 2025-26  

If you or someone you know is interested in 

joining our CUMC Preschool family, please 

contact us at 317-844-1958 or Stephanie 

Holl at sholl@carmelumc.org. Information 

about our class offerings and registration 

process is on our website:  

carmelumc.org/preschool.  

SEEKING Part Time 

Teaching Assistant 
 The Carmel UMC Preschool is seeking a 

Part Time Teaching Assistant.  Interested 

candidates should email resumes to 

(sholl@carmelumc.org).   

From all of us at CUMC Preschool,  

we wish you a VERY HAPPY SUMMER!!!   

July 2025 

mailto:sholl@carmelumc.org?subject=CUMC%20PRESCHOOL:
mailto:msherrill@carmelumc.org
mailto:sholl@carmelumc.org
http://www.carmelumc.org/preschool
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GARDEN GROUP 
The Garden Group is meeting on 

Thursdays throughout the summer. We 

meet every week, and if the weather is 

bad, we meet inside the food pantry. Join 

us any time. ♥ If you have questions or 

want to help on another day of the week, 

contact Stephanie Fairfield at 

sjfairfield@comcast.net 

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 
Rev. Jessica Stevens • jstevens@carmelumc.org 

Are you looking for a way to join 

in, but don’t know where to 

start? Send me an email, and I 

will be glad to help you join a 

group, or form a new one! - 

Pastor Jessica Stevens 

By Jessica Stevens 
 
 For years our United Women in 
Faith have supported the United Methodist 
Lebanon Children’s Home, a home for 
children in the foster care system just thirty
-five minutes from our church. This home 
has evolved since its humble beginnings, 
over one hundred years ago, from an 
orphanage for all ages to a group home for 
teenagers. 
 
 On Tuesday, June 10, the Ruth Anna 
Circle took eighteen women to tour the facility. It was 
amazing. The campus has its own school tailored to 
meet the needs of the kids. State of the art group homes 
with twenty-four hour care. Counselors who specialize 
in trauma care are on site and work one on one with the 
children. They teach life skills and help launch the kids 
into adulthood once they age out of the foster system. 
 
 The Lebanon Children’s Home has space for 
forty-two children and are most often at capacity. The 
teenagers have lived on average in thirteen foster 
homes after being removed from their own homes. 
Many have struggles with substance abuse. Eighty-five 
percent have experienced some kind of sexual abuse. 
 
It was a humbling experience to learn so much from 
this UMC outreach and a joy to work together to serve 
those who need it most. 

Pictured: Ruth Anna circle in the chapel at 
the Lebanon Children’s Home.  
 
From Ruth Anna Circle: We are grateful to 
Pastor Jessica Stevens and Youth Director 
Rick Belbutoski for  coming with us and 
driving the 2 vans. Tom Fagan, Susan 
Bennett and Christy Huston took us around 
the campus to see the chapel, campus school, 
and one of the residence homes. 
We highly recommend visiting this facility 
and learning about the difference made in the 
lives of troubled teens. 
 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, 
September 9 at 10:00am in the church’s 
Gathering Place.   

Lebanon Children’s Home Tour 

mailto:sjfairfield@comcast.net
mailto:jstevens@carmelumc.org
mailto:jstevens@carmelumc.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
Rick Belbutoski • youth@carmelumc.org 

July 2025 

mailto:youth@carmelumc.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
Rick Belbutoski • youth@carmelumc.org 

Click here to visit the Youth Ministries 

Page! Sign up forms, and updated info on 

all events are available online.  

CROSS MISSIONS:  

Mission Trip  

in Charlotte, NC 

SUMMER YOUTH GROUP KICK OFF 

On June 18, 2025 

mailto:youth@carmelumc.org?subject=CUMC%20YOUTH:
https://carmelumc.org/ministries/youth-ministry/
https://carmelumc.org/ministries/youth-ministry/
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L to R: Chris Dobie, Jeff Silvius, Carl Lewis, Eric 

Ayers, Wayne Lerner, Bob Phillips, Al Moss 

Report From 2025: Henderson Settlement Family Mission Trip 
Seven members of CUMC recently completed an annual trip to Appalachia to Henderson Settlement. 
Our projects were replacing three decks. 

Written by: Bob Phillips 

Project #2 

We were working for a couple in their mid-60’s.  

Their old deck need to be replaced with new 

composite material and the stairs rebuilt. 

Project #1 

We were working for a 51 year old single lady who 

recently inherited a house from her father.  The 

raised front stoop was deteriorated and since this 

was the main entrance needed to be totally replaced. 

Project # 3 

We were working for a 71 year old widow to  

replace her dilapidated rear deck, railing  and stairs. 

Other events 
and activities of 
the week… 

The Henderson Trip will always be the first 

week of June, therefore 2026 will be June 7-13 
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MISSIONS MINISTRY 
Carol Outland • missions@carmelumc.org CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

July 2025-MISSION FOCUS (Loose coins will go to):  

Loose coins will go to 

Congregational Care,  

By, Barbara Krueger   

 Recently I had the privilege of meeting 

with our Congregational Care Team. They are a 

group of people who wonderfully serve our CUMC 

family by offering support and care in truly 

meaningful ways. I thought sharing with you 

might provide an interesting and helpful insight 

into this ministry.  

 So, what is Congregational Care? First it is 

intentional, addresses diverse needs, involves 

participation by lay people and fosters a sense of 

belonging and connection among care givers and 

receivers. At CUMC it is a ministry focused on 

meeting the spiritual, emotional and practical needs 

of those who are active attenders as well as those 

who can no longer physically join us in worship.  

 In Galatians 6:2 we find the “why”, “Carry 

each other’s burdens.” Ephesians 2:10 adds, “For we 

are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to 

do good works”. So, our marching orders come from 

God, and in doing so we fulfill the teachings of 

Christ.  

 

 If you would like to get involved in this 

ministry or are looking for more information on 

the ways our Congregational Care Team serves, 

you can reach Barbara at 

bkrueger@carmelumc.org or reach out to the 

church’s main office at 317-844-7275. 

 If you have an upcoming surgery or in-

patient hospital or rehab stay and would like a 

member of our pastoral team to come visit and 

offer prayerful support, please contact the church’s 

main office at 317-844-7275. You can leave your 

name and phone number, and someone will return 

your call to get more details.  

The following are just some of the ways we extend care to our CUMC family:  

● Visitation by a pastoral team member prior to surgery as well as for those hospitalized.  

● Individuals in rehab following hospitalization are visited.  

● Calls to residents at a facility to offer personal visits, communion and prayer. 

● A bible study occurs twice a month at a local senior living facility.  

● Handmade Christmas gifts are delivered to individuals on our Golden Oldies list.  

● Senior living facility residents participate in mission outreach activities.   

● Birthday and seasonal cards are sent to our Golden Oldies throughout the year.    

● Handmade cards are sent for special situations in our church family.  

● Lap blankets are knitted and made available for individuals.  

Congregational Care at CUMC 

mailto:missions@carmelumc.org
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BUILDING TRUSTEES 
CUMC Building Manager • CUMC_BldMgr@carmelumc.org July 2025 

 Your Board of Trustees are deeply thankful and 

appreciative to our church community for your 

commitments to the Renovate & Elevate Capital 

Campaign. We are overwhelmed by your generosity! 

 

 We have been working behind the scenes with 

church staff and our Finance Committee to be good 

stewards of the funds that you plan to entrust us, and 

to prepare for the future. 

 

 The Trustees expect to receive the first 

assessment this month from its Heating, Ventilation 

and Air Conditioning (HVAC) engineer, which is funded 

through a matching Lilly Center for Congregations 

grant. The report will inform next steps and decisions 

for high-priority heating and cooling needs, such as our 

Sanctuary and Family Life Center gym. 

 

 Meanwhile, work progresses on the roof project 

for our North Wing, over the administrative offices and 

our Gathering Place. The first phase of gutters and 

shingled roof occurred in May, and the next step is 

expected to begin in mid-to-late July. It will involve 

replacing the skylights that bring natural light into the 

Sanctuary and Gathering Place. 

 

 Stay tuned for future Contact newsletter articles 

on buildings and grounds projects, both for the Capital 

Campaign and summer projects for the Preschool. 

 

CUMC Board of Trustees 

mailto:CUMC_BldMgr@carmelumc.org
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
Rod Jones, REACH committee • rodneyjones1872@gmail.com 

carmelumc.org/capitalcampaign 
Our capital campaign website has links to all the information we have shared.  

mailto:rodneyjones1872@gmail.com
https://carmelumc.org/capitalcampaign


 16 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

621 S. Range Line Road 

Carmel, IN 46032 

Phone: 317-844-7275 

E-mail: caremail@carmelumc.org 

www.carmelumc.org 

At Carmel UMC we are connecting with God and 
others, growing in faith and love through Biblical 
learning, and serving our community and world as 
followers of Jesus Christ. 
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